
Svetlana Lilova’s Metaphysical Dictionary is a collection 
of very short poems, framed as term and definition, 
alphabetically ordered. As individual poems, these are 
reductions, or Pound’s piths and gists in extremis. But as 
they accumulate and fold back on themselves, elusive 
thoughts emerge and dissolve, transient origami.

Psychologically acute, suffused with feeling, with a 
personal narrative slipping between the lines, this 
book invites total immersion in the private language of 
its creator, and conveys (us to) the heart of a playful, 
enigmatic, whimsical, sometimes pained but always 
hopeful interior.

Profusely illustrated with 65 drawings by Graham Falk, 
whose charming cartoons, melancholy flowers, and 
effervescent still-lifes perfectly echo the tonal variety of 
Lilova’s words.

“Metaphysical Dictionary by Svetlana Lilova is profound, 
whimsical and wise, delightfully illustrated by Graham Falk. 
Lilova offers us a compass, a roadmap, a mirror and a prism 
through which we can distill our lived experience and inner 
selves in this small, elegant volume.” - Educateria

“This sly, whimsical debut collection by Toronto poet 
Svetlana Lilova is not much more than pocket-sized, but its 
poetic reach is expansive… At their best, these epigrammatic 
gems resonate profoundly.” - The Toronto Star

About the author
Svetlana Lilova was born in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, and emigrated 
to Canada in her teens. A prac-
ticing psychotherapist as well 
as a poet, she has studied and 
expanded her writing under 
the tutelage of Ronna Bloom, 
Stuart Ross, and others. She 
lives in Toronto.
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About the artist
Canadian animator Graham 
Falk has created, written 
and animated several very 
successful shows, including 
the beloved Untalkative Bunny 
on Teletoon. He is presently 
a featured contributor to 
Adventure Time on The Cartoon 
Network. He lives in Ottawa.
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